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pie of any class, sang then in England. In Mr. Sears's estimate of 
Catharine Howard and of Cranmer we cannot fully agree. We are 
glad that he insists so strongly on the difference between the Pilgrim 
settlers of the Old Colony and the Puritan settlers of Massachusetts. 
The former have unreasonably suffered in being confounded with the 
latter. 



2. — The Trees of America. By R. U. Piper, M. D., Woburn, Mass. 

"We can here only call attention to the first two numbers of this 
elegant and elaborate work, hoping to make it the subject of an extend- 
ed article in our issue for July. 



3. — La Vie Arabe. Par Felix Moknand. Paris: Michel Levy 
Freres. 1856. 16mo. pp. 319. 

The latest production, we believe, of M. Mornand's brilliant pen, is 
a demonstration of the physical origin of the phenomena of Spiritual- 
ism. But his most charming and characteristic work is this volume on 
the Life of the Arabs in Algeria, which contains the most truthful, 
graphic, and entertaining description of that people which we have 
ever found in so small a compass. The page runs over with fun, and 
the sentences are turned in that deliciously piquant way which only a 
quick French wit can manage. The whole of Arab life is presented, 
its light and its shade, its manner and its spirit, its externals and its 
ideas, its monotony, its passions, and its faith. Wise observations are 
interspersed with comical experiences, sagacious inferences with gro- 
tesque pictures. We have profiles of the pirate, the maraboot, the 
peasant, and, most amusing of all, of Si Djoha, the Arab Pun- 
chinello. The anecdotes related of this last personage will shake the 
sides of the reader. A volume of such anecdotes would make a fit 
companion to Mr. Alger's volume of Oriental Poetry. 



4 — Rachel et le Nouveau Monde. Promenade aux Mats Unis et aux 
Antilles. Paris : A. Cadot. 1856. 

This work of M. Leon Beauvallet has been translated, and its absurd- 
ities have been laughed over by thousands on this side of the ocean. 
But the best flavor of a book so thoroughly French vanishes in a 
translation. Those who would know the style, the sentiment, the rat- 
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tling egotism of a genuine Parisian litterateur, will find here an extreme 
specimen. No Yankee or Englishman could possibly have written 
such a description of life on board an Atlantic steamer. 



5. — The Constitution of the Human Soul. Six Lectures delivered at 
the Brooklyn Institute, Brooklyn, N. T. By Richard S. Stores, 
Jr., D. D. New York : Robert Carter and Brothers. 1857. 8vo. 
pp. 338. 

Not the least interesting portion of this elegant octavo is the short 
Preface which explains its origin and occasion. The Brooklyn Insti- 
tute, with the Graham Lectures which are under its management, is a 
repetition, on a somewhat smaller scale and with some modifications, of 
the Lowell Institute in Boston. The various donations of Mr. Augus- 
tus Graham to the Institute, which is substantially of his foundation, 
during his lifetime and by his will, amount to nearly fifty thousand dol- 
lars ; and these are but a fraction of his munificent gifts. Of his dona- 
tions to the Institute, more than half the amount is for the purpose of 
maintaining free courses of lectures on various branches of science, 
the interest of twelve thousand dollars being appropriated to courses of 
lectures on " the Power, Wisdom, and Goodness of God as manifested 
in his Works." Of this last endowment, the volume before us is the 
first fruit. 

The theme which Dr. Storrs has chosen, as at once most fit for an 
introductory course of lectures on the general subject, and most conge- 
nial to his own tastes and habits of thought, is the " Human Soul." 
He has not attempted an elaborate work on Psychology, or advanced 
any new views concerning the position of the soul in the world, or its 
relation to the lower works of God. The thought of these Lectures is 
the average thought of the enlightened Christian pulpit. What is pecu- 
liar about them is the brilliant, striking, and forcible manner in which 
the thought is presented, the rush and fervor of a style which is at the 
same time clear and logical, the variety and abundance of illustration, 
the earnestness of conviction sullied by no dash of bigotry, the pro- 
foundly religious tone, which is yet entirely free from all cant or pious 
phrasing. The progressive arrangement of the Lectures, beginning 
with " personal life " as an endowment of the soul, and exhibiting in 
succession its faculties for knowledge, for virtue, for good work, for 
happiness, and for immortal progress, is natural and obvious ; but this 
climax is wrought up with rare subtilty and power. The criticism of 
such a volume must be wholly of admiration and praise. 



